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SUBJECT : SPETSNAZ Article

Attached is the article I mentioned to you
by the Soviet defector who writes under the
pseudonym "Suvorov." Much of it is on the
money; some is incorrect; other parts wejjust

don't know much about. [“Z:J;,—”'
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?315 be//eved to be tha mostd

pm/htary career. ﬁ, ‘1‘ T DRSS ; o S
There have been’ several; Qr(e X 'to aydoviki.(r "?de 8}, 89 the
sisnaz unrts basedin Eastarn E‘uropa are knowp’*/n tha wast ghe |eydo ikf iare frequent/y
‘drred to as ““diversionary . troops, since ne of the/rp ptij,tgsks /.g ‘e:q’?:re até ¢
4 panic deep behmd NATQ lines, by, means "of. sabot a
sdquarters, etc. Thay have the further: task of prowdmg al
gets for Soviet missile and air Strikes. It has been established that not only Soviet, but '
o East German, Polish and probably other Warsaw Pacr reydoviki often wear western .
forms and speak western languages to facilitate these tasks. Suvorov points out that -
ni-submarines, of the zype detected off {he Swedlsh coast, be/ong to nava/ Spetsnaz .
ts. i iy : OtRaES
What this article makes cloar in add/uon]/s that the Spe 'snaz are a'n tegm/ part of the ' as§well, and it would B"é’gnthmkabl'“" 1 L
U, the Soviet military intelligence service, which dperates: on;-foreign'iterritory in .\ Soviet  Union to admj {to”possesslﬁg’"'é
icetime as well as war. Thus,.theyhave the:rownnetworkoffora/gn age ntqnow//v,ngm iy smdtlon, tefrorist" an shbotaga ;imt
vicinity of their potential.targets. . -} V.‘l R 5 i , "‘d,.the Sovuet Um& hag mg, S‘ 1618
The most chilling and thought-provoking of .S’uvarov $188 ertions; ho i imes’
*the specially selected conscripts who make up the bulk“éf the Spetshaz uni ts deployed )
:h every Soviet army, Front énd fleet, but the hatd corg profas& 'o,nals{ Ve
thes. These men and women'are killers, wbo;se(nlssiplzl_.gftg: ¢, qkd
. incom

Ugign
G

2 id] 3P

;C
, weapons whlché plly

. ‘;. euphem:sms extends 10'fany

-

stern political and mrhtary Ieaders on, the/r .homa terrjtory,.
B “hit squads ™ if what Suvorov says is true ‘the. western’n
‘ers to visit their potential; target areas n  peacetime;;
Jetes in the USSR. oy S




naciion witlTjEuT e two opdrate Bk, agonts, oné [inby (e nteiligunceepdil " ipowey siationdi oil and gas storaga cen
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4o L O ey QuvigL U jiranstormuer: s1eUoNs, Spetsnaz units ar

el £ : f}“kéd ’%Wevar !oengageinguerrm
arfer

dent Spetsnaz compan
ch army consists of a heac
qnt. three parachute plz
‘ ,umchuonSplatoonandsu;
; ﬁl‘t‘;. Thé company has 11
,fine officers and 11 wa
»é?wrsch:k/) Whaen conduc
‘bperations in the enemy’
Boripany. may. operate ag
@ -divided. into smalle
| htha maximum number ¢
. The sub-division of th
ti- operations is not rigic
he formation can chang
fation is in progress. If nece:
# tan operate independen
umcatlons platoon can se
) ‘cornmunications with a
ups cwerr“‘ nge of 1,000km. i
‘ i Spetsnﬁi brigade comprises a heac
sepnce Haiigen Jarm _ ST, O atinefor. jarters ole t & headquarteis'comps
Jmsntionjevel, 2 grou of ghe Yid'e) sk ‘3# Danyarelf d Ur parachute battalions an
3 nd, artment ha or it an ingepetyiFiif Ny g ot agtivities. upporting its. The strength of a br
étphaz-; ) Y. Fnay,; LR A ditegrade’s fighting units is between 1,000an
der, be"glv rmation from the. ~ T { ey ‘of Spetenaz P 1300 men Aswith the independent con
uj é& astmnagﬂmsbx. R Ak T ] e . T ; the hit agle may operate as a sing!
mander, in.6r O R : s e un ; b-divided. In this case th
hOwards ltaxaréqt, Sphtghaz units aro togked withiifik imumnumber of groups’ would b
Attha Front lovhi hdpdquartors tHat afa: F:1. if ¢ "as seindiing the -7 136. The heddquarters company has on
aet»umn wartime [IH pacetime af the HQs.. Y ‘ ’ ade \t \ rofessional’ soldiers on it
- of Broups of Forcegd d Military Dtatrlqﬁa};, angth ant is ‘maintained at the highe:
:"those actlvmes areﬁ ‘troned by the 2nd ; tata of comBbat readiness. This company
Directorate. whuchu,ﬁ s of flve pmmm . faciliyie N esrgnatmﬁ“@hem as A ole task is to seek out and kill the enemy
- ants having the sama titles and numbe: ‘ L‘%:v Bitcraft-and: s«;ulas 0 vpohhcalandmihtaryleadarsand itig, thu:
“ing; but which are. m o 'powerful in the aastroymgt @ by Independent’ tioni: ¥ Vthe ‘only company that comes into dire
make-up and mfhﬁome The' *Spetgnaz*™;; 3 ~ Neutraﬁam' mmanid- ne: Bys, ' contact wltn the Spetsnaz agems in th
¢ department of - thg And Dlrectorated-, ] cting agaings;. nand. centres, figld, fe,
- ounder its- -command. &' Spetsnaz brigadd . and lines of £0 LA Spetsnﬁz naval ‘brigade has an H
: plus‘b Spetsnaz |ntellsg§ahce cemre. whieh 44 — Destr ‘element, an, HO company {(with the sam
w18 responsxble for' recruitmg |ts own C‘Bﬂg irfi role and the same unofficial title of “ant
dastme forerbn agents. ©, VIP"' unit as its land-based countarpart),
oo b . .
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D Secret intelligence
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‘Organisation of the Second Department atarmy level. In peacetime the intelligence Organisation of the Second Directorate at Front (Groups of Forces and Milits
and Spetsnaz groups aro detached from armies and placed under the command of District) and fieet level.

Groups of Forces and Military Districts. The groups are returned to the armies just

before the outbreak of war.
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%up ofm«dget submarmasnwo ‘orthree  ihclude B pb ‘setving" ,l‘
talions of combat swimmars, one para- ... Supp fits"and offlce :
ute battalion and'supportifg units. . !; crui ; mnnmd*éQ‘o ‘
iSpetsnaz regiments, conslgt of ' six or. . LSRR RS
wen sabotage compenies and have bey 1 | ‘grpup"i‘w, Forcbs'and.
ien 700 and 800 men. Thesé regimen ricts (whigh th war would Becdn
. g s » q ﬁqi;‘poshl‘l
Tand :

bngades in that they are” manndd’.’
;:Iy by | professional ‘athlétes; of  the
hest cahbre, mcludmg Q!ympic ath«
he GRU Central Apparams ;s responn
ble for the Spetsnaz traifing battalions,
pining centres and comnunications ;'
wrses. (Particularly - :mportant acts of :3,

huid be carried out by specially trained Iarger miiber of ageme‘tpén?all the ar |
pups of foreigners — mainly of Asian , mtes fléets ahd Fronts pu ogether
jgin—whoare under the dlrect controtof © S -

¢ GRU Central Apparatus? R
“The Soviet Union's aim Ig 1o have the o "
Jlowing Spetsnaz units avanldble at the . Becéusa the Spetsnaz i$ part ofthe GRU':- HSps,
itbreak of war: .. the ordinaty ‘citizen in the Soviet Union . - tadwith nava’hn iy

t independent companies, one allocated "'knows practscally nothing about it. Many  units. Where Spetsnézfroopsarestatno ad ¥
veach all-arms and tank army. In peace- - precautions are taken to cover up its  in proximity to othar types of troops tha L
ne the staffs of many of the armies are ' - strength, .organizatiori, function, deploy- - they adopt the lait uniform. Spei :
nalgamated with those of Military Dis- .- ment and even the very fact of its exis- . i de
usandwnllonlybeseparatedfromthem"-' tonce, i v
st before the outbreak of war, butthe HQ . . All cahdidateq for the Spetsnaz forces v
nti-VIP} companies of Spetsnaz brigades ,‘ ..undergo 8 prehmmaw loyalty check and, ™ |
¢ permanently deployed: as saparate : on entry, have to sign ‘the pf},k:lal secrets. |,
itities. 3 ;act, Breakmgthnsaspumshad&’sespnonage :
>Spoxsna7bngades oneperFromforma-‘ ,.' ,—by death:., i : ]
n. o, ;. Spetsnaz i umts for the

i

1
wr Spetsnaz naval bngedqs. one per» thé unifortn.of the airborns forees (VDV)
et. ./ althdughy the\) have nocgnnection with the!

) Spetsnaz intelligence um!s one wn;h, . ‘Jatter, Alt Hsault troops, 8ise ‘wear the,
.ch Front and fleet. ., same uhiform, Distmguishiﬁg batween
wee Spetsnaz regiments which can be " these threg types of rodps is, thus, wery.!
located to C-in-Cs of the Strategic Dlrec- < difficult® élthough thare! 1@ distinction "¢
ans {three or more Fronts and a flest). . rbetween ‘airborne’ troom,"@ﬁ‘ .the others, +i" ]
ibotage agents and detachments coh- \,.--whlch wers created, biter World War 2,
slled centrally by the 2nd Chief Director- /' ,Durmgtha\’var, all QIQM airbofne divisions’,
3 of the General Staff (the GRU Central & distinguishad ' themselyes i battle and’ .1
sparatus). +".were awarded the title§ of; ‘Guard" diviv ‘,{ ;
It is estimated that, in paacenme the.:_ sions. Thus & soldier weanng the uniform [ nization, The gehen afm Spi

yetsnaz strength is between'27,000and " of airborne forces without 'the guards * usedbytheoff:céra\mhentalkmgamongst
),000 troops, a figure that does not . badge be!ongs to either the air assault or themselves s

Vo

- HQ company {onti-VIP) 1 — HQ company (anti-VIP)

- Parachute battalions 2 — Midget submarine group

- Signads company 3 — Combat swimmer battalions
- Supporting unts 4 — Parachute battalion

5 — Signals company
6 — Supporting units ',

gonisstion of a Spetsnaz brigade. In peacetime the independent Organisation of a Spetsnaz naval brigado.
mpanies aro formed into a battalion of a Spetsnaz brigade. The

ncetime establishment is therefore 4-5 battalions and not 3-4

depicted hore




y:not’cause the lower
18 o, be sernously weak-
of warrant officers'and
ighin Spetsnaz units.
| Soviet Army compa’
done warrantofficer; a’

T Wredbid e "‘::"/.' i
ning Spetsnaz profaseional umts'

tion: hag

of aﬁ}late in:the Spetsnaz. The
ds’ prestige and one'way
s by winning: Olympic
ry needs an organization
is_clphne to squeeze the

whlchthey may haveto
war, The athletes, for

<g to an organization that
them <lavishly for. athletic

entigive them apartments and
ward cc wmlssuoned ranks in the

ence and mdlwduala
themselves to sport.
lub sends ns ‘athletes:

tarr ranks is not hidden.,
s0 hds".the; role  of’
ny. VIPs} has its own).
ation” and! between,’ the,
‘Dinamo (KGB) there is &,
8 struggle for the best’
. i poached’” from other.
5ciaties, Itis of notd that.
men:athle{es; in the:

" of assassms
ia‘'one old, but convmcmg,;,i
le.hffoh')ﬁwthe Great Patriotic - War;
orld War 2)¥prior to the Spetsnaz itself;
Being set up. {IDurmg tha war, the NKVDz
{row the KGB):had the- OMSBON NKVD‘
'y SSR or NKVD mdependent special ser;
:vice motor-nfle brigade. This brigade,
Jtrained and launched behmd the enemy;
hdnes 212 detéchments and groups total-;
- Their basic task was the;
tion of enemy polmcai‘
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According to the official Swedish report on Soviet submarine intrusions into had a roinforced kool and twin propollors There were also indications of a

other ship. Thesedrawmgs
8 and artist’s impressions of

Swedish territorial waters, six Soviet submarines were operating in the Stockholm rendezvous between the tracked mini- -submarineandam
sichipelago in October 1982, Of these, twowera mini-submarines. Marks onthosea  depict the track marks and traces of the two submersible
bed indicated that one of these had tracks and a single propeller and that the other what the two vehicles may look like.

lu '

,petsnaz agents

l‘

In the USSR, the word

, agem" only
gfers to a foreigner recrultad by the Souiet «
Jnion’s intelligence serviced; Intelligende
gents run by armies, fleets and Fronts ;"
Military Districtsand GroupsofForces)ara iy
uite unlike those recruited by the GRU .
entral Apparatus, who are more like the -,
pies depicted in thriller novels. Spatsnaz i
telligence agents carry out more prosaic
1sks. The recruitment of foreign agents is:.
ften undertaken from within the S(:jvset .
inion or from friendly countries (incly ingLy
inland). There are no restr‘icuons as to fror? gnegal'aergory(tjotth? bt
+ho can be recruited, but the most valued . * or,'nn "4 iple, esre to u
re those who are not involved with clagss ,: g me ggﬁc ple; Spetand
ed matters and those who'are of mature: a»

ge. Any agentrecruited while visiting the»”
oviet Union returns to his.or her own’:.
auntry and recruits several gssistants. Jn

o case do the clandesting’ intelligence
gents of armies and Fronts attempt t
anetrate into restricted areas. Instea
sing GRU- -supplied money,, they, by
ouses close to important ‘targets ‘(af
elds, bridges, missile: emplacements,
sval bases, etc). The information ‘they::
covide is often fragmentary and laconig,
Jt, in the case of important targets, it' ls
wified by other agents who are quitq
iparately covering the same target. Tha
telligence they provide wil] be used by
€ Spetsnaz sabotage units to delnvsn
idden and accurate stnkes h

Spetsnaz sabotage agents Qn :ha other
ind, are less involved in thé collection of
telligence and genorally find'jobs or liv
nse to transport and power mstallatson
eir task, when ordered by the GRU, is to
y explosive charges and put ‘the insta)la
noutofaction. Often, suchanagentma
> nothing elso that is criming! during his:
“her whole life while awaiting this orde

A Y gis located,» ’“all over the Soviet Uriok
nother important taskfor Spetsnnz_ %aif;‘* ' e hjects of the train: " ‘r'at the main trainihe e

_geagsntsinpeacetime " Ay Lol ed For Release 2008/01/1'1’ CIA-RDP85T00757R000100230038-5
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. such as m:ght take plac

" deep in NATO tarritory «
. the Northern Flank or
me Central .« Regio
* Traops in photo are pos:
vbly ast Gormam

: One afthe wedpons th
‘i ey be cérried by Spat
‘ nazsabotage groups is t!
. Strela 2 SAM (NATOcod
name Graif). The missi
. first entered service

1966 and was subs

mid-1970s. The improv
ments meant an incrom
. in range (from 3.5km

' 6.6kmy), in aftitu
"(5,0001t to, 14, OOOh) ai
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ai!“

vrvlo‘hahty.,
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in the\murse of trammg, in addmon

operationsi-against real; Soviet milita.
ob;ectwes Spetsnaz units are also traine
in centres Wheré likely theatres of actic
are reahstlcally reproduced ingreat deta
In the Carpa}htans, in the region of Yav

surd oy the;erra A3 rominiscent of the Fren

he"lse of, hﬂé!ncbmers and“
nC: 3 hasyal

he; ‘Baltic coast is like northe.
i iatable models of Lance, Pl

amportam
l‘ecreate no §he umform of the enemy, b
/ hls tactics nd, the methods of interrog
"‘tnon to which saboteurs will be subjectt
ghouid they};e caught. In this connectio
he lessons: dlvan to Spetsnaz soldiers a
o very lnstrucglve and Iong remembered
¥ ,;?5,- D : 3

This text is taken froman article entitled “'Opera-
tions in the Enemy Rear — Soviet doctrine and
tactics'* published in IDR 777980.

During a period ot international tension which is
almost certain to be the precursor of any war, the
USSR will, by political pressure, persuasion or
threat, attempt to undermine the will of the
potential enemy. All possible means of subver-

;| sion will be employed to cause dissatisfaction

and discontent so as to divorce the sympathy of
the population from the authorities, and by

¥l covert means upset the stability and smooth

functioning of the society. To paint a picture of
disruption and subversion is not to be a scare-
monger, but to emphasize that this is the type of
situation which the Soviets would /ike toachieve,
because it will increase their chances of a quick
victory. If, as is quite possible, they clearly fail to
disrupt the fabric of the enemy society by their
subversion, it will be a considerable deterrent to
them, intheireyes weighing heavily against their
likelihood of rapid success.

Soviet Tactics for Operations in the Enemy Rear sy cn. ponneriy

Deployment of strategic diversionary groups

The tirst airborne or seaborne assaults would be
deployed at the most only hours before the
launching of the full-scale offensive, so as not to
alert the defenders. At the outset of the Manchu-
rian Operation (August 16-27, 1945), the theatre
commander deployed against strategic targets

some 20 airborne assaults of 35-40 men each,

drawn, it would appear, from a special unit of
about 600 men. The groups were dropped close
to central Manchurian cities (including Harbin,
Mukden, Chanchun and Port Astur), on the
Lyodun peninsula and in North Koren with the
task of causing as much disruption as possible by
sabotage and raids against strategic points and
military and industrial targets. At the same time,
fast MTBs were used to drop small teams of men,
in boats and as combat swimmers, in all the
North Korean ports to disrupt the port operations
by. once again, sabotage and diversion.

The teams used were small, and their employ-
ment was not on a large ‘scale. Therc is no
evidence that they were able to create a signifi-
cant level of destruction deep in the enemy rear.
What they did do was tocreate panic, particularly
among the Japanese military authorities in

central Manchuria, which greatly increase
shock offect of the Soviets’ massive sus
attack.

We consider that it is a valid historical n
for the initial employment of diversionary tr
inany future war. The actual damage thota:
team of men could accomplish might, witt
on their side, be moderate but would prof
only be slight. Howover, the shock to nat
morale of an attack made on, say, the minis
defense in Bonn, the Hague or London, or ¢
assassination in their own homes of ¢
politicians, industrialists, financiers, etc, i
very first hours of the war would be dispr
tionately great in comparison to the small ¢
attempting such an operation.

In addition to "‘shock’" political target:
targets of such teams would include commu
tions centres, both civilian and military;
mand posts of the armed forces; radar an
sites; and of course, as a priority, any nt
weapon system accessible at such an early
of the campaign.

The Soviet conviction of the value of de
ing this type of group stems not only from
own successful use of such forces against
the Germans and the Japanese during tht
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.me m.multaneously and‘« h.a"ma‘s?w.e
|a and it airborne troops "naval in ép‘
\“air ‘assault brigades.” diVisional de&p

nnalssance units; KGBtQams and si B g‘f aly. kh
firgroups from the Warsaw:Pact alhese (X u bé 303, - yéﬁ “Xmi
] ‘]so ‘operating in the enemyfs rear: areas i ' SGtaREY ‘"i't”s“’}:"“’”‘
i A massive drop of Spetsnaz units'int pe z. personne & %
Sarly part of a war,may 'be.preceded by s ity ‘ org tRe'dutbréak of
‘groups of professionals penetrating into osnlmge‘"us fg wer yf!’?k Gt 8

nemy termory They mayf or example

‘pergtuph“‘ ( specnali the’ groups’wn
being et (someti

i “re-not’ d et |
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o e mainy Spel f%e*;r;f;a’cces il be
: nesusiViisniiall -fightings
on en cm’hpames wnll:
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a0, but also from their painful experience of
grman diversionary teams behind their lines,
atticulatly in 1944-45, Al'hough these teams
gresmallinnumber, they created such commu-
£ations, supply and morale problems in the
gviet rear that initially one and later two entire
,(Vomg:mnm' had to be allotted to guard the
o of each Soviet field army

puring the last war, the Soviet dlversmnary
«oups made extensive use of the partisans in

Vk

ﬁ ’;h w fg
\d.7Spetsna

i

Wl

,J“ establssh
nd; the coor‘
t1a

git ares of operation. As a rule, they never “ (y" f %
vulged their plans or missions to partisans for gm"sns b'\}“«"
o of treachery, but they used partisans who AR

w the aren as guides to help them reach their
rgets more safc,ly and they co-ordinated their
potage missions with those of the partisans. It
1o be expected that in a future war Soviet and
 German agents in West Germany would be
aployed in this partisan role as guides or
wrees of local information,
pDiversionary troops in the tirst wave of the

" sensive will have to have a very high standard
yraining indeed, as well as a high degree of
fitical reliability. Itis quite probable that many
them will speak NATO languages, and they
pywell have NATO umforms available to them
rdeception purpose
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Ao avgistancs, GSIRg fires Trom seilor |
Iasorgrenadc~h

Fiv. égsful su‘cide atluv d V'I'Il HU e lGV

differem ‘directions. . Sometimes 'z
; mqum open hea '? ra from ond.diret:

oh, thereby attractir\g, attention to itself
: yvhﬂe other ;

I s;!emly..

e SPutalt'e i bt 4 “i

‘wanrtho anmae nieifs e ne -
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~very ditficuit’ to dmm-‘:‘
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wtfogation sof, boun‘-

Wng of Stnkes

’petsnaa units v w}l
"ehpecially’ In . ga ital

eli

nspicuous y thaif .
lpnce of action. The.

‘assault, or
asig }h

" ters

. Spetsnaz wot)ndec’d

o

mpsponed behind the
pters, ;eepavand hght

of thm svécuation’ of pns«pnera ‘and

yiet unity boesides tho*‘e :
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_ Adrborne divislons operate in accordan(
with the'High Command's plans. In ti
ovent of supply difficulties they switch
purely guertilla tactics. It is not usual f
combiried operations to be organised b
tween airborne divisions and Spetsm
nits, although the operations of powerf
hlrboma groups behind the enemy’s lin
Ccreate a situation favourable to the oper
tion of Speéfsnaz detachments..
" Thére' are. two situations in which
wperior HA will organise direct coope
tion; betwaen ‘units operatmg in tl

: ‘a~Whena¢ombmed attackmhe onlyw,
to destroy or.capture the target.

2 —When Soviet units in the enemy’s re
' have incurréd very heavy losses and t
Soviet command forms improvised grou
from the, rémnants of various umts

‘ he Soviet command i8 1u|ly aware th
Spetsnaz_operdtions will involve en
mous sacritices. Exporience in trainii
shows thatigsses may be enormous durit
an eirbdrngassault, At the same time t:
Soviet corﬂmand ramembers the cor
Guence of tWd partisan operations carri
:.out dunng large-scale oftensives by !
Hed Ariny during World War 2. Operati
Railviay Wet began on August 3, 1943,
2/ ‘tho height of the battle for Kursk, wh
Soviet forcas went over to the offensit
' About 100,000 partisans took part, ders
y ing 836 special trains and blowing up 5
. road brndgos and 184 railway bridges. T

._1 . enemy’sreararea was paralysed over lar

Pas
-
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1+ areas. In one operation 215,000 lengths

‘7 railway track were blown up. (Soviet Mi
1 tary Encyclopaed:a Vol.7, p.106). ,. -
i Onané er‘(greawr scale was Operaﬂ
?.)‘; “oncerto, it which 120,000 partisans 16

L part. C‘oncerta was founted while the A
i1 Army.wa$ attacking and forcing the crd:
I ’Jing of thé river Dnisper. In the consider

“6pinion of Marshal of the Soviet Union.

"*Yeremenkd, ‘without Concerto the forgh
B ofb:he Dnieper would have been, lmp(
u ‘,l e ‘, i, i . '

Of oourse, thé partlsans were. on tﬁ
own territory while Spetsnaz troops 3
: have to operate 'on foreign territory ; ~4
i not inforesta and swamps butin populat
" areas, Son’fehow teo, they haVe to ge#
these ‘areas:, .

Al the' same‘ in Soviet HCls, the |des
~“. very popular; . “"Supposing ' we' reft

(‘oncérto, ot against bridges and. rog
- but rather ‘against NATO's nuclear w;
pons,and &ommand control systems?‘ﬁ




